£

B

A

-~

. g10z 3806

4

X

Siyb

19H

ue|d aAIsusyaidwon)

9je7 punoy jo abejIA




Acknowledgements

Village Board
Terrance Lumpkins, Mayor
Marla McIntyre, Clerk
Jack Germann, Trustee
Jeff Katzel, Trustee
Dominick Mahoney, Trustee
Marva Meeks, Trustee
Anthony Pekar, Trustee

Andrew Walker, Trustee

Village Staff
Patrick Bleck, Engineer
Maribel Carrillo, Treasurer
Bud Kowalski, Public Works
John Roehlk, Police Chief

Bill Rundall, Building Inspector

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is the region's official
comprehensive planning organization. Its GO TO 2040 planning campaign is helping
the region’s seven counties and 284 communities to implement strategies that
address transportation, housing, economic development, open space, the environment,
and other quality-of-life issues.

See www.cmap.illinois.gov for more information.

Zoning Board of Appeals/ Plan Commission
Charles Franklin, Chairman
Michael Cooper
Mark Dittmer
Jeremy Mclntyre
Angela Meeks

Sharon Weigand

Building Blocks: Linking Land Use and Water Quality
Lynn Richards, U.S. EPA
Matt Goebel, Clarion Associates

Bob Newport, U.S. EPA Region 5

Funding Acknowledgement

Mayor Lumpkins, the Village of Round Lake Heights, and CMAP would like to thank the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for funding the development
and production of this document. This project is funded through HUD’s Sustainable
Communities Regional Planning grant, which supports CMAP’s Local Technical
Assistance (LTA) program.




aBe(jiA U yum 31y uo Vodsy suoipuo) bunsixg :g xipuaddy

abej|1A au3 ypm ajiy uc ABajesls yoeaunQ 98loly 1y xipuaddy
59 SWAU0IDY 4O IS
19 piemiod buinopy :g 1a1deyr
£G ainjonuiselu| i/ Jaydey)
£ JuswuoIAUg [BaNjeN (9 Jaideyn)
xS Sjuspisay pue buisnoy :g Jajdey)
£7 [BLISNPU| pUE [B1DJBWIWOY) i 43)deyD)
Sl 8sM pue :g saydey)
LL S9AI13IqQ pue 's|eog ‘uoisiA iz Jaydey)
G uoljonpoaul i seydeyn

SjualuU0d) jo 3a|qe |




ChippewaDrive.
Phota credit: Chicago:Metropolitan Agancy for Planhing.




«S1uauraaoxdw 1o pue ‘spunoid ongnd

‘sfa[[e ‘s198118 01 30UBIBJAI YIIM siuawarnbal ajqeucseal apniour Lew uerd a1 1w, Kes
01 sanunuod apod ayy, Aedounur sy jo Juswdopaspal 10 Juswdoransp axmng pue
ussaid ay3 103 uejd aarsusyaidwod,, e Surpusunuona pue Bupredaid 105 aiqisuodsa s
uoissiurod uerd redounur e (1) S-er-11/5 (§97159) apon wdrounpy stouggiy o 1apun

‘aInjelg :IeIS A Ul

paumnno asoy3 uodn paseq a1e ued aarsuaysrdwop siySiag] aye PUNoy ay1 ur passaippe
swuawa[a £y ay L, "(8940-26 10y 21qngd) 10y asueisissy Supuueg (220 SIOUITIT 313 Uit
pauyep sjustials pajefaiiaiul 124 39unsip jo satas e jo pasodwon sy ueid ansusyardwon y

uejd aAisuayaidwo) e jo sjuawa|

"UOUIIOD S1 s1eak ual 01 aay A1ana

arepdn ue ‘senuniioddo 1o ‘sisazeiul ‘spasu [e20] y2ieut 03 awn Aue 1e parepdn aq ued
Ueld a1 A AA ‘suonipuod Sutdueyo 03 ajqeadepe pue aqrxay axe suerd aarsuayarduiod
1saq 8y, 'sIseq Je[ndale U0 UB[d A1) 01 Jaja1 01 S[2IoLj0 adeqia 103 [E91ILID ST 3 “pUru

ut siya durdasy] “suoistoap Lorjod pue quswdojassp ‘esn puef o3 aping fep-ol-Lep e se
suonouny osye 11 ‘yuawnIop SuiUorsIa WLal-duof e St ue[d ) ygnoyay “pouad swn 1eak
0% 03 0T 13A0 UO[SIA 831 SPIemol fyjunumnuod e sapim8 uerd sarsusyazduios (eatd £ ayy,

"SIUAPISal AIUNUILOD JO 1S3.1a83U]

isaq at uf suolsap uaunsaaur pue juswdoaaap sepmd uerd e ‘siasse Aununuod jo
jusadueyus pue uopeatasald ayl 10y yromauery pauyap-[lam e urpiaoad oy uonIppe
UL UOISIA JBU3 SZ1[8al 0131 MOT[e [[1m 3e]) dewrpeos e uliajjo Yurodpuels anuiouods pue
rearsfyd e woag axning sy 103 uoisia s Lununuos ay sauipino uerd saisuayarduion y

cueld aAisuayaidwo) e sijeypa

uoIdNpoJu}

| 193dey)



Why does Round Lake Heights Need
a Comprehensive Plan?

Round Lake Heights stands at a key moment in its history. Since its formation in 1960,
the Village and its residents have worked hard to provide good public services and
infrastructure within the fiscal realities of a small community. At critical moments in the
past, the Village was able to use annexation and development to improve services and
infrastructure while preserving rural character and small town charm. The Village’s last
comprehensive plan, adopted in 1983, reflects these concepts.

Since that time, the area around Round Lake Heights has changed greatly; opportunities
for the annexation and development of greenfield areas are much reduced. Development
of all the remaining open space and agricultural areas in and around the Village would
profoundly change the community’s character. While older tools to addresslocal issues
are no longer available, concerns remain. Throughout the planning process, stakeholders
consistently touched on three broad matters confronting Round Lake Heights.

e Fiscal and Economic Health. The Village is far more dependent on residential
property taxes than many other communities in the region. This situation is due,
in part, to the small number and scale of commercial properties along Rollins Road.
Stakeholders discussed the need for a vibrant commercial base for both economic
and social reasons.

e Infrastructure. Infrastructure issues have long been a driving force in Round
Lake Heights. Residents first sought to incorporate due to poor water quality and
service. Stakeholders cited a variety of desired improvements, including water and
stormwater infrastructure and pedestrian facilities.

s OpenSpace and Natural Feature Preservation, Open spaces, parks, and natural
areas are at the core of the Village’s identity. A number of lightly developed properties
border the western edge of Fairfield Marsh and farms remain northwest of the
Village. Numerous stakeholders discussed the need to preserve these areas as part of
Round Lake Heights’ small town rural character.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Not surprisingly these three subjects are intertwined. The search for economic
sustainability will directly impact the Village’s ability to address the infrastructure
concerns of residents. Expanding the non-residential tax base can threaten critical
environmental areas depending on the design and type of development. This Plan allows
the Village to consider how best to address such interconnected topics, finding a balance
that allows Round Lake Heights to become a complete community.

Key Plan Elements

Land Use. The core element of this Plan, the Land Use chapter provides the
framework into which the policies and programs discussed in the subsequent
thematic chapters fit.

Commercial and Industrial. The Commercial and Industrial chapter summarizes
the key local economic conditions, objectives, and strategies that address local
issues and improve economic vitality.

Housing and Residents. The Housing and Residents chapter describes the key
existing conditions, objectives, and strategies to address issues related to the
housing stock and improving the lives of all residents.

Natural Environment. The Natural Environment chapter describes the key
existing conditions, objectives, and strategies to preserve and enhance the

Village's environmental features.

Infrastructure. The Infrastructure chapter describes the key existing conditions,
objectives, and strategies for the Village's pedestrian, automotive, and bicycle
systems.

Moving Forward. This final chapter outlines an implementation guide for the
Round Lake Heights Comprehensive Plan, breaking down the recommendations
in more manageable and achievable portions.
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Relationship to the GO TO 2040
Regional Comprehensive Plan

While the Comprehensive Plan is rooted in local issues, it also considers how local
matters tie into the spectrum of topics facing the Chicago region. The Chicago
Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is the official regional planning organization
for the northeastern Illinois counties of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry,
and Will. CMAP developed and now guides the implementation of GO TO 2040,
metropolitan Chicago’s first comprehensive regional plan in more than 100 years. To
address anticipated population growth of more than 2 million new residents, GO TO
2040 establishes coordinated strategies that help the region’s 284 communities address
transportation, housing, economic development, open space, environmental, and other
quality-of-life issues.

While GO TO 2040 covers many topics, the most relevant themes for Round Lake Heights
are Livable Communities, Efficient Governance, and Regional Mobility. Concepts
discussed in this Plan that closely tie into regional themes include:

e  Engagingin collaborative planning and interjurisdictional partnerships to
address land use, housing, and infrastructure issues.

e  Helpingto protect and enhance farmland, water, and natural resources through
land use planning and policy.

e  Targetingand prioritizing transportation and infrastructure improvements.

e  Creatingadiverse local housing stock by considering new housing
developments and housing types in strategic locations.

GO TO 2040 states that “municipalities are critical to the success of GO TO 2040 because
of their responsibility for land use decisions which create the built environment of

the region and determine the livability of its communities. The most important thing
that a municipality can do to implement GO TO 2040 is to take this responsibility very
seriously.” By creating a new comprehensive plan, Round Lake Heights has achieved

the first step in demonstrating its commitment to help shape the future of the region.
Implementation of this Plan will only further that progress.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Figure 1.2; Regional Context
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Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.
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Commercial and Industrial

Goal. Create multi-faceted commercial areas that provide a strong
fiscal base and fit the community's rural identity.

Objectives:

Form a unified vision for the Rollins Road corridor among all key parties.

Create a Village Center near the built-up portion of the Village, mixing multi-
family residential with convenience retail.

Capitalize on the intersection of Fairfield Road and Rollins Road to expand the
local commercial base.

Develop small industrial/ flex-space to improve thelocal job base.

Improve the image and identity of the Village’s commercial corridors.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Housing and Residents

Goal. Maintain vibrant neighborhoods for current and future
residents through targeted support for existing units, strategic
expansions of the housing stock, and supportive policies and
programs.

Objectives:

Maintain the quality of the current housing stock by seeking additional funding
sources, connecting with new entities, and renewing ties with existing partners.

Support seniors seeking to stay in their homes through both rehabilitation
programs and community education efforts.

Continue fostering inclusive neighborhoods for all residents.

Strategically expand the stock of multi-family housing units to support the
Village Center strategy and increase housing options for all residents, including
seniors.

Explore opportunities for the most efficient implementation of
recommendations through partnerships with other units of government.
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Key Existing Conditions

Characterized by its wealth of open space, wetlands, water, and single-family homes, over
70 percent of the Village’s land area falls into these four land use categories. Single-family
residential is the largest category, making up 36.9 percent of the Village. Commercial

and industrial developments comprise only 4.5 percent of the land area, primarily along
Rollins Road near the existing single-family subdivisions.

Figure 3.1: Land Use in Round Lake Heights

Land Use Category Acres %
Single Family Residential 147.9 36.6%
Multi-Family Residential 14 0.3%
Government/Institutional 8.2 2.0%
Transportation 60.7 15.0%
Agricultural 0.1 0.0%
Retail/Commercial 15.4 3.8%
Industrial 2.8 0.7%
Public/Private Open Space | 89.0 22.0%
Wetlands n.e 2.9%
Water 450 1.1%
Vacant 216 53%
Total 404.0 100.0%

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning and Lake County.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Village grew from south to north, starting with older residential neighborhoods and
supporting strip commercial development along Rollins Road. As a result, the bulk of
vacant and lightly developed land within Round Lake Heights is located south and west
of Fairfield Marsh. The lightly developed land outside of Round Lake Heights’ corporate
boundary is located to the northwest, much of which is currently used for agriculture.
Unincorporated areas southwest of the Village are primarily single-family residential
neighborhoods around LongLake. Areas north, east, and south of the Village are part

of either the Village of Lake Villa or the Village of Round Lake Beach. Asaresultof the
development pattern in and around the Village, most opportunities for new greenfield
development are limited to those along the eastern edge of Fairfield Road. Outreach
indicates that development of all possible greenfield sites is not desired by
residents. Finding the right balance between development and preservationisa
focus of this Plan.

The Village’s current zoning ordinance is relatively simple, containing only four different
districts: Business, Limited Light Industrial, Multi-Family, and Single-Family. The design
and performance standards which go along with these designations do not address
issues such as parking, landscaping, and design. To address any shortcoming of the
ordinance, the Village supplements by referencing the regulations of the Lake County
Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) when reviewing an application. While the
small number of zoning districts helps present a simplified regulatory scheme
for developers and property owners, the small number of districts obscures

the unique open space assets of Round Lake Heights and conflicts with those
areasidentified by the public and stakeholders for future development or
redevelopment, A more nuanced approach within the ordinance would allow the Village
to reflect the desired balance between development and natural preservation.
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Figure 3.3: Existing Zoning
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Figure 3.4: Future Land Use Plan
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Recommendations

Two broad land use recommendations correspond with the land use policy concepts
discussed in this chapter.

Zoning Ordinance and Planning/Development Services

The bulk of Round Lake Heights’ zoning ordinance was adopted in 1991 and last updated
in 2006, As discussed previously, the current ordinance presents a streamlined and
simplified regulatory structure that does not reflect the nuance needed to implement
the local vision. While changes to the ordinance itself can address some of these issues,
the continued and expanded presence of technical staff is a critical piece of successfully
implementing of a new ordinance. To address these issues in a unified way Round Lake
Heights should undertake the following:

e First, Round Lake Heights should develop a new zoning ordinance that reflects
the Future Land Use Plan, the zoning recommendations of this Plan, and the
UDO. The creation of a new ordinance would allow the Village to formally incorporate
important elements of the UDO by reference. Anew zoning ordinance should seek
to preserve the regulatory ease of the current ordinance while providing additional
elements where appropriate, such as those recommended in subsequent sections of
this Plan.

s Second, Round Lake Heights should explore an intergovernmental services
agreement to have Lake County provide planning, zoning, and development
services. The key focus would be ensuring that the Village has trained planning staff
available on an as-needed basis for important topics, such as administration of the
new ordinance and application review for new development. Lake County currently
provides building plan review and inspection services to some municipalities through
intergovernmental service agreements.' Expenses for such an agreement would need to
be paid out of a combination of development escrows and local general funds.

1. See http://www lakecountyil.gov/Planning/Pages/BuildingEngineering.aspx.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Annexation and Boundary Agreements

Tllinois allows municipalities to both annex additional land into their boundaries and
seek out boundary agreements for unincorporated areas within 1.5 miles of their border.
As discussed previously, the Future Land Use Plan defines the Village’s development
policies for areas within its current boundaries and a select portion of the unincorporated
areas within 1.5 miles of the Village. Considering annexation and boundary agreements is
critical to implementing local policies within these unincorporated areas.

Figure 3.5 details those areas near the Village for which either annexation and/or
boundary agreements are most critical during the life of this Plan. Area 1, northeast of

the intersection of Rollins Road and Fairfield Road, represents a vital part of the area
targeted for expansion of the local commercial base. Area 2, northwest of Fairfield Marsh,
provides a potential linkage between Grant Woods and Fairfield Marsh. The low intensity
of existing development in this area helps preserve the natural character of the Marsh.
Area 3, north of the Village, includes a number of agricultural properties targeted for
preservation.

Round Lake Heights should discuss the future of all three targeted areas with its
neighbors, particularly Lake Villa as much of areas 2 and 3 lie within 1.5 miles of its border
as well. Future annexations and boundary agreements should implement the land use
policies of this Plan. The Village should establish criteria for the review process leading
up to potential annexations. Understanding the complete fiscal impacts of any potential
annexation, including service provision, is critical to making informed choices and
maintaining fiscal stability.
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Rollins Road.
Phota credit: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.
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The underlying parcels vary substantially in size, with the smallest and shallowest parcels
located on the eastern end of Rollins Road and parcels becominglarger on the less-
developed western end. The smallest parcels are approximately 8,000 s.f. in size, with

a typical lot size of 60 ft. x 140 ft. To increase building size and provide parking or other
on-site amenities, some lots have been consolidated.

The small size and scope along with the condition of the Village’s existing commercial
and industrial development ties directly into larger-scale findings about the employment
and fiscal base. Even accounting for the Village’s small size, Round Lake Heights
lacks jobs within its boundaries. On a jobs-per-household basis, the Village contains
far less than one job per household. Within the County and the region, there tends to be
more jobs than households. Educational services represent 47 percent of all Round Lake
Heights’ jobs, by far the largest employment sector. With more than 100 teachers and
administrators, Indian Hill Elementary School and Round Lake Middle School comprise
nearly half of the employment within the Village.

While the Village has more than four times as many educational services jobs ona
percentage basis as the County and region, this distribution likely reflects the small size
of commercial and industrial developments rather than an actual cluster of educational
jobs.

Figure 4.1: Total Jobs per Household
Round Lake Heights
0.30

Chicago Region
114

Lake County
119

2010

Source: U.S. Census, Local Employment Dynamics.

The small size, low density, and aging condition of commercial and industrial
developments reduce the local tax base. Two important local tax sources are
property taxes and retail sales taxes. According to data from the Illinois Department of
Revenue, commercial and industrial properties account for only 11.5 percent of the local
per capita equalized assessed value, versus 18 percent and 30 percent for the County and
region, respectively. Similarly, Round Lake Heights generated approximately %7 million
in general merchandise retail sales, or about $2,600 per resident. The per capita rate of
retail sales is far below that for Lake County ($14,200) and the region ($9,700). A smaller
tax base reduces the ability to address local issues, including the infrastructure needs
discussed in this Plan.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Figure 4.2: Estimated Equalized Assessed Value (EAV)
per Capita by Property Type, 2010

Round Lake Heights | Lake County Chicago Region
Industrial EAV $72 $1,252 $3,430
Residential EAV $16,448 $31,094 %$24,639
Commercial EAV $2,068 $5,532 $7,130
Railroad EAV $0 $14 $30
Farm EAV $0 $0 $2
Mineral EAV %0 37 $126
Total EAV $18,588 $37,899 $35,357

Source: lllinois Department of Revenue.

Figure 4.3: Retail Sales Per Capita, 2010

Round Lake Heights

Lake County

Chicago Region

$2,643

$14,213

$9,717

Source: lllinois Department of Revenue.
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Figure 4.4: Commercial and Industrial Land Use
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The Village Center should be a pedestrian-oriented area that contains a mix of retail,
office, and residential uses and higher development densities. Due in part to the small
shallow lots, design guidelines are critical to implementation. Such standards should
define parameters for building massing and orientation, materials and treatments,
architectural features, streetscaping, and landscaping. In essence, the guidelines would
promote principles and practices associated with traditional neighborhood development,
including walkable, compact, mixed-use development with a variation in architectural
style. Development should include shared parking and pedestrian-friendly streetscapes,
as well as a variety of other amenities. Conventional strip-mall commercial development
should be avoided.

Objective 3
Capitalize on the intersection of Fairfield Road and Rollins Road to expand the local
commercial base.

While parcels along the existing developed portion of Rollins Road largely contain

smaller and shallower lots, parcel sizes increase further west. Lots around the
intersection of Rollins Road and Fairfield Road are larger and lightly developed. The area
contains an eclectic mix of smaller businesses and older homes, both detached from

their surroundings. This development pattern makes the area appropriate for larger
commercial developments that capitalize on the presence of two higher traffic roads.
Therefore, Round Lake Heights should encourage the unification of the area with
zoning regulations that support lot consolidation among smaller users combined
with the pursuit of an anchor business at the southeastern corner to increase the
local sales tax base.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

While two of the corners at this intersection are currently developed with smaller
commercial users, the other two corners are lightly developed due to the presence of
wetlands and Fairfield Marsh. Though the Village should focus on seeking development
opportunities, it must occur in a context-sensitive fashion to ensure the preservation

of environmental features. The Village may wish to consider green infrastructure
improvements as part of such projects, requiring concepts such as biofiltration, reduced
parking requirements, and rain gardens. The Lake County Stormwater Management
Commission (LCSMC) often provides municipalities with advice on how to craft such
requirements.

While the greatest development potential may lay with parcels on the southeast corner,
the Village wishes to pursue development of locations further north and south along the
east side of Fairfield Road. As discussed previously, stringing commercial development
along arterials such as Fairfield Road reduces the development intensity at critical nodes.
Therefore, Round Lake Heights should carefully approach additional development

of parcels north and south along Fairfield Road, both inside and outside of its current
municipal boundaries.

While a few small ancillary commercial uses currently operate south of Lake Shore Drive
along Fairfield Road, ideally areas north and south of the Fairfield/Rollins intersection
should focus on residential to support commercial development and increase local
housing options. To help support an integrated land use scheme, limited opportunities
for multi-family development should be integrated into commercial development, ideally
situated north of Hawthorm Drive or along Lake Shore Drive. Development across both
residential and commercial parcels should be unified through strict design requirements.
Such standards should also be developed for existing commercial areas within the Village
on the west side of Fairfield Road to encourage the eventual development of these areas in
a fashion which creates a cohesive design.
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Owing in part to the developments of the 1990s and 2000s, Round Lake Heights isayoung,
growing, and diverse community. The Village approximately doubled in size between
2000-10. Round Lake Heights’ median age increased only slightly over the past decade
from 29.4 years to 29.8 years and currently almost 39 percent of the population is younger
than 19. The new single-family homes are attractive to families with children. Yet, the
lack of multi-family options reduces housing for all residents, including seniors
looking to down-size. The growing population has also allowed Round Lake Heights

to become more diverse, as the proportion of Latinos, African Americans, and Asians

in the Village increased significantly. As of 2010, approximately 36 percent of Village
residents are Latino and 51 percent are white; these are the two largest ethnic groups in
the community.

Regardless of whether a Village household owns or rents, housing affordability
has decreased over the last decade. The measure of whether a unit is “affordable”

is relative, depending on the percentage of income that a household spends on housing
costs. The typical standard, rooted in U.S. Census guidelines, is that a household should
spend no more than 30 percent of its income on housing costs. More than 50 percent of
both renters and owners in the Village spend greater than 30 percent of their household
income on housing costs. While this increase is consistent with national trends, according
to analysis by Harvard University, “the recession ... did little to reduce housing outlays for
many Americans,” due in part to declining incomes, slow employment growth and more
stringent credit requirements.?

2. Joint Center for Housing Studies. (June, 2012). State of the Nation’s Housing 2012. Harvard University.
See http://tinyurl.com/c83gjxj.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Figure 5.1: Round Lake Heights Owner Affordability

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%

30%

10%

2000 2010

® Affordable (<30% of income) W Unaffordable {30%-50% of income) = Extremely Unaffordable (50%+ of income)

Source: 2000 Census and 2006-10 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

Figure 5.2: Round Lake Heights Renter Affordability
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Figure 5.4: Residential Land Use
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e More than 5o percent of both owners and renters pay more than 30 percent

of their incomes on housing costs. Reducinglocal utility costs through
energy retrofits offers one way to help make local housing more affordable to
both owners and renters, A retrofit is a whole-system approach to reducing
energy consumption throughout a building, often involving multiple energy
conservation measures (ECMs). Typical ECMs are intended to limit energy
loss, improve the comfort and safety of a home, and, in some instances,
increase property values. Simple measures, such as installing programmable
thermostats or low-flow showerheads, are offered for free or for a reduced fee
through Nicor Gas. Most homes will see the greatest benefit through larger
upgrades, such as increasing insulation, improving air sealing, and replacing old
appliances/furnaces/boilers with energy efficient models.

The Energy Impact Illinois program is the joint effort of various public and
private agencies aimed at helping individuals reduce energy consumption
tomake their homes, neighborhoods, and communities a better place. The
Village should partner with Energy Impact Illinois to hold informative
workshops to educate residents about ECMs, incentives, and rebate
opportunities, with the goal of reducing energy costs for households,
thereby helping to reduce housing costs. More information can be found at
www.energyimpactillinois.org,

While the historic focus of the Village’s rental housing enforcement efforts

have been on apartment buildings along Rollins Road, single-family homes

are thelargest local source of rental units. With higher foreclosure ratesand a
number of presently vacant units, the quality of single-family homes rented may
increase in coming years, a trend other communities in the region are already
experiencing?

3. Single-Family Housing Tenure Changes in the CMAP Region. (February, 2013), Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
See http://tinyurl.com/d5zzfd5.

4. Managing Single-Family Rental Homes. (January, 2013). Metropolitan Planning Council. See http://tinyurl.com/d5zzfd5.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC) produced a paper in June 2013

titled Managing Single Family Rental Homes.* This paper outlines a number

of different strategies to manage local single-family rentals depending on the
owner/investor driving the local rental market. While the strongest strategy,
licensing rental units, is not possible because Round Lake Heights is not a home
rule community, other concepts such as targeted code enforcement are possible
options.

The Village should explore the creation of amore in-depthlandlord
education program that covers topics beyond those which are part of
crime-free housing. Moreover, the Village should continue to menitor both
the number of single-family rental units and the property owners, particularly
in the case of individuals or companies that own multiple units. If the Village
experiences issues related to single-family rentals, it can then respond to
these problems using the strategies outlined in this report. Complementing
these efforts, the Village should also support the offering of tenant educational
programs.

wina® ol -y e - Sy

Managing rental housing must include a focus on m_:.m_._m,-*m:: y homes.
Photo credit: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.
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The Round Lake Area Park District’s (“Park District™) senior center is located
off of Hart Road in Round Lake. The location provides an array of activities

and services, including health screenings, computer training, and exercise
programs, The Park District has partnered with other organizations, such as the
new Oak Hill Supportive Living Community, to provide periodic bus service to
the facility. Round Lake Heights should explore the interest of the Park
District and local seniors in establishing periodic bus service from the
Village to the senior center.

Similar to the rest of the region, Round Lake Heights has become more

diverse over the last decade. Recognizing that the changing composition of
communities throughout the region brings challenges and opportunities, the
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (MMC) has partnered with CMAP to producea
Diversity Toolkit. This document will provide best practices for many topics,
including eliminating language barriers and fostering community engagement.
When this toolkit is developed, the Village of Round Lake Heights should
review the document for best practices that would allow the promotion
of an inclusive community for all residents. To implement the selected
aspects, the Village should partner with local organizations, suchas Mano a
Mano and Nicasa.

Universal design reflects the broad concept that building, products, materials,
and environments should be inherently accessible to people with and without
disabilities. As applied to housing, the idea is embodied by “visitability,” creating
homes which accommodate those with and without physical impairments,
such as construction modifications to doorways, hallways, and bathrooms.
Communities such as the Village of Bolingbrook and the City of Naperville
have adopted visitability ordinances to ensure that new construction or major
housing renovations can provide for the needs of the disabled and growing
senior populations. Therefore, Round Lake Heights should adopta
visitability ordinance to incorporate these principles into local codes
and ordinances.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Objective 4

Strategically expand the stock of multi-family housing units to support the Village Center
strategy and increase housing options for all residents, including seniors.

As discussed previously, the Village currently only has a few multi-family housing options
with three smaller apartment buildings located along Rollins Road. Yet a key component
to any successful Village Center concept is multi-family residential to support nearby
businesses. Moreover, not all senior citizens want to stay in their single-family home;
providing denser housing options allows older residents to move out of their home but
remain in the community.

Therefore, the Village should consider new multi-family housing developments
that support revitalized commercial nodes and increase housing options for
local residents, including seniors and multi-generational families. The Future
Land Use Plan identified two primary areas for such developments. The firstareais onthe
western edge of the Village Center. The second area is within the northern or southern
ends of the commercial area, north of Hawthorn Drive or along Lake Shore Drive. The
Village should support the creation of multiple types of housing options within these
areas, including townhomes, apartments, and condominiums.

Given the detached single-family nature of most local housing units along with a desire to
provide additional housing options for seniors, one alternative type of housing the Village
should explore is multi-generational housing. Such units offer households with three or
more generations the flexibility needed to cohabitate. Features of such units often include
more private areas for independent living such as small kitchenettes, private bathrooms,
and even multiple living areas.
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Between parks and open areas owned by Round Lake Heights and the Park District,

the Village contains 89 acres of publicly owned parks and open spaces. With 2,676
residents, this amount of open space equates to aratio of 33.3 acres per 1,000
people, significantly exceeding the national standard of 10 acres per 1,000
people. Just outside of the Village is LCFPD’s 1,070 acre Grant Woods, holding a mixture
of prairie, forest and wetlands that link critical environmental areas with Long Lake. The
park includes more than six miles of trails; one trail head is located along Fairfield Road.

Flooding issues are primarily around Arrowhead Pond due to the volume of water
that flows from wetlands located in Round Lake Beach through the Arrowhead Pond area
before continuing south of Rollins Road and into the Round Lake Drain. While the Village
has tried several efforts to address these issues (Community Development Block Grant
[CDBG] funded infrastructure improvements and the demolition of flood prone homes),
flooding remains a problem. Additionally, during heavy rains the lower elementary school
parking lot (east of the tennis courts) floods.

Stormwater runoff in the Village is handled differently depending on the age of the area.
In newer areas, the water is handled through a curb and gutter system along with a

series of detention ponds scattered throughout the neighborhood. Within older areas,

a combination of roadside ditches and underground piping capture and move the

water. The need to improve stormwater infrastructure throughout the older
neighborhoods was discussed frequently by stakeholders and the public. In Lake
County, stormwater management is overseen by LCSMC which created the Watershed
Development Ordinance (WDQO). Local communities that adopt the WDO as part of

their code, among other requirements, can be certified by the County to perform local
administration. Round Lake Heights is a certified community.

As amember of the Central Lake County Joint Action Water Agency (CLCJAWA),
Round Lake Heights receives all of its drinking water from Lake Michigan. CLCJAWA
is an intergovernmental body which provides water to nine municipalities and some
communities in unincorporated Lake County. Round Lake Heights is a member of the
organization as part of a consortium with Round Lake Park.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Unique among the CLCJAWA communities, Round Lake Heights does not have
direct access to water supplied by the agency. The nearest regional water main is
along Route 83 at its intersection with Rollins Road. The Village’s water is supplied by
passing through Round Lake Beach infrastructure. The Village maintains no storage
capacity of its own and relies upon water storage facilities in Round Lake Beach. Water
costs in Round Lake Heights are higher than for other CLCJAWA communities, as the
local rate includes both the water charge from CLCJAWA along with a transmission and
storage fee charged by Round Lake Beach.

Figure 6.1: CLCJAWA 2010 Water Rates per 1,000 gallons

Community Residential Commercial
Grayslake $5.21 $4.96
Gurnee $4.45 $4.45
Lake Bluff $5.85 $5.85
Libertyville $4.78 $4.79
Mundelein $5.34 $5.34
Round Lake $2.32 $2.32
Round Lake Beach $5.48 $5.48
Round Lake Heights $6.25 $6.25
Round Lake Park $6.25 $6.25
Unincorporated Lake County $5.69 $5.69

Source: lllinois Department of Natural Resources 2010 Water Rate Survey.
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Objective 2
Address local issues, including infrastructure projects, by considering solutions which
emphasize the Village’s natural character.

e  Theareaoccupied by Arrowhead Pond was intended for development as part
of the Indian Hill subdivision. In part because the area is a natural peat bog,
construction never occurred and the expanse subsequently became Village
owned open space. With the development of the Countryside Lane and Meadow
Green developments in Round Lake Beach in the mid-1980s, flooding in the bog
increased due in part to the increase in impervious coverage. The Pond itself
was not created until the mid-1990s to address the flooding problems.

As discussed previously, the Village has taken important steps to reduce
flooding from Arrowhead Pond. Yet, stakeholders still voiced concerns about
the flooding, including its impact on users of Arrowhead Park and its role as the
eastern gateway into Round Lake Heights. Because floodingis due in part to
the volume of water that flows into the area from parcels in Round Lake Beach,
addressing the issue requires an inter-jurisdictional solution. Therefore, the
Village should explore additional improvements which could mitigate
flooding while allowing for aesthetic improvements for Arrowhead
Pond and restoration of the natural peat bog. A potential partner in such
research would be LCSMC. Actual improvements may require discussion with
Round Lake Beach and the homeowners associations for Countryside Lane and
Meadow Green. Funding sources for improvements will vary depending
on the solutions proposed.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Park Forest Central Park Wetlands

Round Lake Heights is not the only community in the region to consider restoration of
a peat bog. Central Park, located in the heart of Park Forest, is a natural peat bog and
wetlands. The land for the park was dedicated to the Village by the original developer
of Park Forest in the 1950s. Over the subsequent 40 years, the area was graded,
seeded with turf grass, and mowed to provide an open area.

After debating many uses for the 90-acre property, including a golf course, pond,
and recreational fields, the Village decided to move forward with natural restoration
of the bog in the 1990s. Through funding support from many entities, including the

ois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), the South Suburban Mayors and
Managers Association (SSMMA), and private fundraising, the bog was successful
restored, becoming a point of pride for the Village. For more information visit
http://tinyurl.com/c7frym3.

Central Park today.
Photo credit: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.
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Figure 6.2: Future Parks and Open mumnmm
../ [ Round Lake Heights

/.
| WMONAVILLE RO . D

N
Y
~ [ Other Municipalities D
e Unincorporated //, /z/m

W Schooel Buildings N

. Floodzones

N / |
\) SN
Future Land Use D Fm/—nzm ///// \

7

; N
N Agriculture jec Villa /
& " Public - Quasi Public N 3 G,
Water .
B Wetlands

7

W BLACK CHERRY.LN

Fairfield /ﬁ

Round Lake Middie Sehool

| N

Preserve’ ndian Hill Elem School

=

Grant; NN
Woods O
“* "HAWTHCRN DR

AN
WARRIOR DR /A.,// b ///M
;“0
Y
<
&
2
= el Bt NN 4 st by ~ ./_prmm:ommoz ! W ROLLINS RD
/ 3 _ ; PR z) | N Round
w : ‘ ; . - Cs g NN Lake Beach
// B 1 0Ng] Fako e b, o TN
N N a
i, 3 b\
N
_ T 1 N,
../ mrll. .// fﬁ/
_ N\ N
0 0.25 _ s - & W
e 1 | S L3 A X
_ X, ” an
m //// A —— e 7 . WA
% . N AN NORNAN DN

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for v_mm_zim_



‘Buiuue|q 10y Asuaby ueyjodoayy obesiy? :jipasn ojoyd
) ‘Ayuo1id e st abBe||iA 9Y) JO Yiou pue| jeanynaibe Buijasiolyg

*S3MI{IDB] [BUOTIBSIIAT 1OTLIISUOD Sk [[am
se sasodind aoeds uado pue syred 103 puey dojaasp pue axnboe 01 spunj apraoad
Pue INAI YSn0Iy1 paiagjo axe siuesd DYV Pue qyISO YL 'SHoge uomisinboe
snoaxd ur pasn usaq aaey siuead (D¥yd) uonanaisuoy LAoe uoneaiday

pue y1ed pue (qy1S0) auswdoaaag pue uonismboy spue asedg uadg sy,

‘suonisinboe axnngy 1oy Suruurerd

a8ues-guoy ur agefus Lot uaym suoneziuedio yioq 01 £oesoape yiwm Suore
uoneondde Surpunyjutof apnjour Lew sdiysiaured yong -yuertodun Aremnanted
S1 0d DT PUB I01ISI ¥IBd UM HI0m 01 BUIMULIUOD ‘810Ja131] ], "9AT9S81d

aImiep ¥ieqdeygs 10 spoopy Jueln puedxa pInoo 1o/pue ysiey plaLie, 1apioq
Iaara yarym staosed are seate paleudisaq “uoridaload pue uoneatasaid 10]
pa1adie1 aq pinoys yorym sease pazesodioourun pue ade[(iA ay) jo seare patadie;
103 Aeprano Muolid aseds uadQ ey sereuBisap ue[d 98] pueTaining ayL

“f8a1ens st Bupuswa(dul 10] 90URISISSE JO S32INOS

[enusiod are ssau1aplipy 08edy;) pue YNAI "YSIBIA 3y ojur yuawdoaaap
Aqaesu woiy jyouns pue uopeuUnUEIUOD 2onpax djay ues spiepuels
adeaspuey 1aduomns ySnoiyr uoneiadan pajoor-daap ‘aanreu pue saan

JO 95N pUE ‘U0IIL10IS3I JUIWISIRIS3-a1 ay) djowoad 03 saourUIPIO
UuoISIAIpgNS Jua.Lnd a3 Surpuaury ‘ysie preye] Suninge sjeored apnpur
PInom apou sulfjoy/prayiied sy jo 1red se sanadoad jo yuawdopaap “1anoalop

seaxe fyuopad aoeds

uado yo uopyeasasaad ays 103 Aed diay 01 syuswdojanap mau asn pinoa
s1ySray aye] punoy ‘spooyioqySiau pue sawoy mau jo Juawdojanap
ay31 Aq pajeao pasu ayi 10§ apraoxd 03 sasodand reuonearsas pue aseds
uado 103 spunj 1o puej yo uoneuop ay3l axnbai 03 2IUBUIPIO UOISIAIPGNS
ay3 Surpuaue Ag ‘apou sul[oy/PlaYIIE] 2U3 PUNOIR pUR 181Ua) aderqy s1p04nd A2y anusso.d 01 9311/ Y3 moyw yorym suoynna. pun sdiysiourand a.iojdxy

ay3 Jo woddns up Juswdorasap [BNUAPISAI MU 103]3S SUOISIAUB UB[I SIL e S 0>_uuw.—n_0

‘sTewrrue pue sjueld aAnBU PUB ‘SWBAIIS ‘Spuelam ‘Suaj ‘seale 1ajinbe

Ananrsuas ydy ‘seare adreysa sajinbe ‘saanl saneu ‘spue[poom ‘sadeaspue|

Jruaos SuIpn[oUl ‘S82IN0S3 [BATIIEU d[qenyea 12330ad 03 sxaured ytm
UOREIOQE][0D UT PUB UMO SIT U0 {I0M PInoys siySioH ayefpunoy e

14 INIWNOYIANT TYHNLYN



50 ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Objective 4 : 2
Leverage the educational opportunities of the Village’s high quality environmental m nvironmen ._”m _ m n_ uc m._” 1on n en .ﬂm r

features by partnering with school districts and other education providers.

Building relationships with schools offer some of the most fertile ground to make Round
Lake Heights a “state of the art green community.” Benefits come not only from educating
students about the value of local natural resources, but also from the stronger funding
support that such interconnected projects typically receive. Students from Round Lake
Heights currently attend three different school districts, Lake Villa School District 41,
Round Lake Area School District 116, and Grant Township Community High School
(District 124). While the presence of Indian Hill Elementary School and Round Lake
Middle School in the heart of the Village makes relationship building with District 116
important, consideration should be given to involvement with all local school districts
when implementing these recommendations.

Highland Park, NJ recently completed a small local environmental education facility.
The center is dedicated to creating awareness, understanding, and appreciation

of local environmental features, particularly those around the adjacent Raritan

River. The Environmental Center building features a green roof and space for future
solar panel installation. With a capacity of 19 people, the facility is used for local
educational efforts, including community and school groups. The project was funded
with a combination of state and county grants and loans. For more information visit
http://tinyurl.com/bvjpa7g.

e  Older residents frequently talk about their fond memories of exploring the
parks, wetlands, and open spaces in and around Round Lake Heights, learning
to value these natural areas. More formally, both the Round Lake and Lake Villa
school districts work closely with the Park District on a number of programs,
including use of an existing nature museum which is located in the Aquatics
Center in Round Lake.

To build off of the unique environmental nature of both Village and Park
District-owned spaces adjacent to the elementary and middle schools, Round
Lake Heights should work with all three institutions to explore the
creation of a small nature center for Park District and school district Highland Park Environmental Education Center
educational programs. Such a facility could include a small educational Photo credit: Arnold Clayton Henderson.

room with instruction space and information about the environmental features
located in Round Lake Heights, such as Shagbark Nature Preserve and Fairfield
Marsh. By connecting the facility to walking trails, groups could then move from
the facility into guided tours of the nearby natural areas. The exact location for
such a center should be determined jointly by all involved entities; the Village
may wish to offer use of a small municipally owned property in the area fora
site. Funding for such a center could be found through a combination of funding
sources of collaborating entitles along with grant funding from organizations
such as IDNR, the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation, and the
Audubon Society.
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54 ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Objectives and Strategies

The signalized intersection of Rollins Road and Lotus Drive provides a key pedestrian O_U_mmnﬁ?m 1
access point for the area south of Rollins Road. Numerous students from both Round Create a complete and safe pedestrian environment for residents through a combination
Lake Heights and Round Lake Beach use Lotus Drive to access Indian Hill Elementary of infrastructure improvements and regulations.

School and Round Lake Middle School. The intersection includes crosswalks, drop curbs,
and pedestrian activated signals. Yet, because of the north-south pedestrian and
bicycle traffic flows, residents would like to see changes along Rollins Road and
Lotus Drive to better protect drivers, walkers, and bikers. Of particular concern are
the morning and afternoon peak flows of students.

Residents repeatedly discussed the need to address a handful of key pedestrian topics
throughout the Village. While many of the specific issues are along Rollins Road and in
older areas, concern for pedestrian problems was reflected by residents throughout the
community. Therefore, reflecting the centralimportance of creating a complete
and safe pedestrian network, as a matter of policy, the Village should require
that all development in Round Lake Heights be linked via sidewalks.

While such a policy can guide improvements required from future development and
redevelopment, it does not address current pedestrian infrastructure gaps or safety
issues around local walkers (and bikers). Combined, the following physical and
programmatic improvements will allow the Village to create a complete local pedestrian
network safe for users of all ages.

e  Themost important gap in the local pedestrian network is the lack of a complete
sidewalk network in the older sections of the Village. Therefore, Round
Lake Heights should plan to install sidewalks throughout this area.
Completion of the network, with sidewalks on both sides of all streets, would
result in the need to add over five miles of additional sidewalks. Because of
the size of such an undertaking, the Village should phase the improvements,
focusing on completing sections which link parks to natural features first. Such
improvements should be done in concert with other street improvements as
part of along-term capital improvement plan, including improvements for the
street-side swales present in the area.

Adding sidewalks in conjunction with improved swales would improve the walkablity and
image of the Village's oldest neighborhoods.
Photo credit: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.
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As discussed previously, the pedestrian environment along Rollins Road

is also in need of improvement. Any physical enhancements to the
pedestrian environment along Rollins Road should be considered as
part of the proposed corridor planning process between Round Lake
Beach and Round Lake Heights along with the Lake County Division

of Transportation (LCDOT). The Village should also bear in mind that
LCDOT will work with municipalities to approve pedestrian and streetscape
improvements via permit for County roadways if Round Lake Heights later
decides that it wishes to make such changes along Rollins Road independent of
any development or redevelopment.

In addition to physical improvements, the Village should consider adopting
regulations that would protect bicyclists and pedestrians from
vehicular traffic. Examples of ordinances that have been adopted by Illinois
communities include:

e Snow Removal Ordinance: As the Village expands its network of
sidewalks, it should also consider the regulations which govern their
maintenance and upkeep. Stakeholder discussions have focused on
the particular need to ensure that sidewalks are free of snow and ice in
the winter, as students and other pedestrians often walk in the streets
when sidewalks are not clear. Currently snow removal for sidewalks is
done by the Village. Regulation could require residents to clear snow
from public sidewalks abutting residential properties.

e Distracted Driver Ordinance: The Village should consider adopting
and publicizing a distracted driver ordinance restricting the use of
mobile communication devices while driving on local roadways. Safety
goals could be further bolstered by a partnership with neighboring
communities to pass similar policies throughout the region.

12. Creating Safe Park Zones for Communities in lllinois. (January, 2012). Active Transportation Alliance.

See http://tinyurl.com/cyak5lz.

Pedestrian improvements are needed .m_mmﬁ Rollins Road.
Photo credit: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

e Safe Park Zone Ordinance: To ensure safe access to neighborhood

parks, school playgrounds, and recreational facilities, the Village
should adopt a Safe Park Zone ordinance. As per Active Transportation
Alliance, a non-profit bicycle advocacy group, this strategy entails
enforcing higher penalties for traffic violations when children are
present on streets adjacent to parks. The Illinois Vehicle Code section
5/11-605.3 allows municipalities to use revenue generated from the
higher fines to establish and maintain safety infrastructure within the
zone and to fund safety programming.*

- Bicycle Parking Ordinance: In order to encourage residents to

ride their bikes, a key component is to place adequate supportive
infrastructure. Bicycle parkingis one such component. The Village
should therefore revise the zoning ordinance to require bicycle
parking at key commercial, residential, and industrial sites. Minimum
bicycle parking standards can be correlated to existing motor-vehicle
parking standards, e.g. requiring that at least one bicycle parking space
for each ten of the required off-street automobile parking spaces be
provided in all districts.
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While the bulk of student pedestrian traffic flows south along Lotus Drive,

some students live east, in neighborhoods such as Countryside Lane, Currently,
pedestrians have worn a dirt path through the wooded boundary area, linking
Mohawk Drive with Countryside Lane. Due to safety concerns around this
informal connection, the Village should work with other interested
parties toimprove the access, creating a formal sidewalk with lighting,
Because any sidewalk connection would require crossing land owned by the
Countryside Lane Homeowner Association, Round Lake Heights should startby
reaching out to this organization, but the involvement of Round Lake Beach will
also be important in the final development of any solution.

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Objective 3
Capitalize on Round Lake Heights’ key location in between two major trails to develop a
local bicycle network.

The Village is bracketed by two extensive bicycle networks. The Grant Woods trail system
to the west ends with a trail head along Fairfield Road opposite the Village boundary.
Managed by LCFPD, this park includes more than six miles of trail. Southern portions of
the Grant Woods trail link to the Chain-o-Lakes bicycle path that parallels Rollins Road
west of Long Lake.

The Millennium Trail is a 35-mile trail that will connect central, northern and western
Lake County communities. The trail starts along Route 176 in Mundelein, curving through
the western parts of Lake County before coming back east through Round Lake and
Round Lake Beach. Completed portions include bike trails in the ComEd right-of-way
along Hawthorne Drive in Round Lake Beach.

Located in between these systems, the Village can play a key role connecting
the two while also providing greater biking options for residents. While the

focus should be on fostering a northwest-southeast connection through the Village, the
best route for both the Village and any partners must still be decided. From the Village’s
perspective, a focus should be in creating on-street connections along Lotus Drive.
Because of the number of potential options, the Village should remain open to working
with LCFPD, Round Lake Beach, and LCDOT. Consideration for the bestlocal design
should be given when considering how to implement previous recommendations related
tobicycle and pedestrian improvements along Lotus Drive,
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Threshold and Follow-up Recommendations

Threshold recommendations are critical tasks which need to be tackled first before
moving on to smaller, more fine grained recommendations. Follow-up recommendations
are those subsequent recommendations for which the best implementation method

is contingent on the threshold recommendation outcome. The Plan contains three
threshold recommendations; the Village should strive to complete all threshold
recommendations within the first three years of this Plan. Implementation methods and
timeframes for follow-up recommendations will be addressed through the completion of
each threshold recommendation.

Rollins Road Corridor Plan. As discussed previously, the Village must ensure that its
vision for the future of Rollins Road is shared by key stakeholders such as Round Lake
Beach and Lake County. Therefore completing a corridor study with the involvement

of these partners is a key step before the Village can implement other concepts like the
Fairfield/Rollins node or the creation of a new zoning ordinance. A critical component
of any such report is a market study to help cement a unified vision. To implement this
recommendation, within the first year of the Plan Round Lake Heights should meet with
Round Lake Beach to develop a boundary and general scope for the project, followed by
embarking on research for funding sources, including CMAP’s LTA program.

Figure 8.1: Rollins Road Corridor Plan related recommendations

Threshold Recommendation Rollins Road Corridor Plan

Create a new zoning ordinance
Village Center concept
Fairfield/Rollins Commercial Node
Follow-up recommendations | Light Industrial zone

Diversify the local housing stock

Explore Lake County development service agreement

Facade Improvement Program/SSA

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Homes for a Changing Region. As emphasized in Chapter 5, many of the housing
recommendations, ranging from pursuing housing rehabilitation to monitoring local
rental units, could be implemented either by Round Lake Heights itself or in partnership
with other entities, including municipalities. The potential for collaboration to improve
the efficiency and effectiveness of potential recommendations is why it is important that
Round Lake Heights participate in a Homes study before embarking on implementation
of these areas. Such a study should be completed within the first three years of this Plan
so as to provide an appropriate time horizon for the implementation of the housing
recommendations.

To meet this timeframe, within the first year after adoption, the Village should reach out
to potential partner municipalities, including Round Lake, Round Lake Beach, Round Lake
Park, Hainesville, Grayslake, and Lake Villa, to discuss regional interest in completinga
Homes plan. Many of these municipalities were part of a 2012 CMAP LTA application to
conduct a Homes plan, in which the Lake County Community Foundation played a key
role. As part of the discussions amongst potential municipalities, Round Lake Heights
should seek the involvement of the Community Foundation in coordination with MMC
and MPC, the organizers of many previous collaborative Homes projects. The purpose

of all discussions should be to finalize a core group of communities -- ideally, four or five
municipalities -- committed to undertakinga Homes plan.

Figure 8.2: Homes related recommendations

Threshold Recommendation | Homes for a Changing Region study

Dollar home rehabilitations

AHC relationship building
Encourage energy efficient retrofits
. Landlord Education

Follow-up recommendations
Monitoring single-family rentals
Aging-in-place guide

Senior bus service with the Park District

Adopt an existing building code
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